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Core teaching principles

Page 1&2 in paperback / hardcover (page 1 in slideshow and video)

1. God’s Presence Is the Only True Source of Life

Fiery’s bright fire represents the life, joy, and strength we receive when we remain in God’s
presence. There is only one place where we can truly feel alive, and that is with God. Like
King David, whose deepest desire was to dwell in the house of the Lord, we are created to long
for closeness with Jesus, our Heavenly Father, and the Holy Spirit.

In God’s presence, we receive everything we need—strength to serve, peace for our hearts, and

rest for our souls. Without spending time with God, we slowly lose our spiritual fuel. We may
begin to feel tired, unsettled, worried, or sad, even when life looks fine on the outside.

2. Daily Time with God Is Essential



Just as Fiery needed to return to the Master Lifegiver each day to have his fire renewed, we also
need daily time with God. Even missing one day can create a small gap in our hearts—a place
where the enemy can whisper lies or offer distractions that pull us away from God.

Help children understand that spending time with God every day keeps their hearts strong and

their light shining bright. Daily connection with Jesus is not a burden; it is a gift that keeps us
safe, joyful, and filled with life.

Page 3&4 in paperback / hardcover (page 2 in slideshow and video)

1. The Enemy Is Real, but Not to Be Feared

The Slayer in the story represents Satan—the enemy of God and His children. Scripture
teaches us that the enemy is always watching for opportunities to distract, deceive, or pull God’s
children away from Him. However, it is important to emphasize that while the enemy is real, he
is not greater than God, and children do not need to be afraid.

The purpose of introducing the Slayer is not to create fear, but awareness. Children should

understand that not every voice or invitation comes from God, and that wisdom and discernment
are needed to stay safe.

2. Scripture Teaches Us to Stay Alert
1 Peter 5:8 reminds us to be watchful and self-controlled: “Be sober [well balanced and self-
disciplined], be alert and cautious at all times. That enemy of yours, the devil, prowls around

like a roaring lion [fiercely hungry], seeking someone to devour.”

This verse can be explained to children in simple terms: we stay safe by staying close to Jesus.
Being “alert” means paying attention to what we listen to, what we watch, and whom we follow.

3. God’s Light Is Our Protection
The Slayer cannot stand the light. He flees from it. This is a powerful truth for children to learn:
God’s light protects us. When children pray, read God’s Word, and listen to the Holy Spirit,

they are surrounded by God’s strength and care.

Rather than only teaching children to resist the enemy, teach them to run toward God as well.
Staying close to Jesus is the safest and strongest place to be.

Page 5&6 in paperback / hardcover (page 3 in slideshow and video)

1. God’s Rules Flow from His Love



God’s rules are never meant to limit or harm us. They are loving boundaries created to protect us
and help us flourish. Everything God asks us to avoid is for our good, not to deprive us of joy.
God is love, and all that He does flows from His loving, caring heart toward His children.

When teaching children, emphasize that obedience is not about fear or punishment, but about
trusting a loving Father who knows what is best.

2. The Enemy Targets Distance from God

e The enemy knows how powerful God’s presence is. He cannot overcome a child of God who
stays close to Jesus. Because of this, his main strategy is not always direct harm, but
distraction—pulling hearts little by little away from God and into places where His light is
dim.

e When children understand this, they can begin to recognize that temptations often come
disguised as “fun,” “curiosity,” or “just once.” The goal is always the same: to move them
farther away from God’s life-giving presence.

3. Tiredness and Discouragement Require Rest in God

Pages 5 and 6 teach an important and often overlooked truth: times of tiredness and
discouragement are moments of vulnerability. Even when we are doing God’s work, we can
grow weary. When this happens, the answer is not to push harder or seek relief elsewhere, but to
run back to God and rest in His presence.

Unguarded tiredness can create small openings in our hearts where the enemy can step in,
offering things that promise energy, strength, or purpose. These offers may feel convincing, but
they are always lies. Teach children that when they feel tired, sad, or discouraged, the safest
place to go is straight back to God.

4. The Enemy Lies About God’s Character

The spider’s lie—that God’s fire has lost its power—reflects one of the enemy’s most common
tactics: distorting God’s character. The truth is that God never changes. He never grows
weaker, He never lies, and His love never fades.

If God says that His presence is essential for life, strength, and peace, then this will always be
true. Nothing can replace Him. Helping children understand God’s unchanging nature builds
trust and guards their hearts against deception.

5. Questioning God’s Word Is a Strategy of Deception

The enemy often begins his work by planting small questions in the heart:
“Is God really enough?”

“Is there something better?”

“Is there another source of light?”



These questions may sound harmless, but they are designed to make us doubt the truth of God’s
Word and His authority. Just as the spider caused Fiery to wonder whether there might be
another source of fire, the enemy still uses the same strategy today.

6. Small Doubts Can Lead to Bigger Traps

When we begin to entertain the enemy’s questions—wondering if they might contain some
truth—we create an opening for deeper deception. The enemy is quick to seize these moments,
pulling us step by step into his schemes.

Teach children that it is okay to ask God questions, but dangerous to listen to voices that pull
them away from Him. God welcomes honest questions brought to Him; the enemy uses
questions to create distance from Him.

7. “Just Once” Is One of the Enemy’s Greatest Lies

One of the most dangerous lies the enemy tells is: “Just try it once.” He uses this lie to quiet our
consciences and make disobedience feel small and harmless.

Children need to understand that “once” can be enough to start a pattern that steals joy, peace,
and life. The enemy never reveals the full cost of disobedience. What he offers as a small
experience is often a carefully designed trap.

The safest response—especially in moments of weakness—is to turn away immediately and
run back to God, who is always ready to protect, restore, and strengthen His children.

Page 7&8 in paperback / hardcover (page 4 in slideshow and video)

1. Discernment in What Children Read and Watch

The mention of comics in this story is not meant to suggest that all comics or children’s
books are harmful. Many books are creative, uplifting, and good. However, this page teaches
the importance of discernment—the ability to recognize whether words, actions, and values
align with God’s truth.

Stories that celebrate violence, revenge, dishonesty, or hatred quietly oppose the Word of God.
When children repeatedly engage with such content, it can plant small seeds in their hearts. Over

time, those seeds may grow into attitudes and actions that do not reflect God’s love.

Parents and caregivers are encouraged to guide children toward books and stories that promote
kindness, truth, forgiveness, and self-control—values that come from God.

2. The Powerful Influence of Friendships



This page highlights a truth that is especially important for children: friendships shape hearts.
Even kind, welcoming, and fun companions can lead children away from God if they encourage
attitudes or behaviors that oppose His ways.

Children are naturally eager to belong, which makes them especially vulnerable to following the
crowd. Adults play a vital role in lovingly guiding children’s friendships while they are still
young and impressionable. Teaching children to choose friends who love what is good helps
protect their faith and character.

3. Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit Can Be Diminished

The story shows that the more Fiery involved himself in harmful influences, the quieter the
Master Lifegiver’s voice became. This reflects a serious spiritual truth: when we repeatedly
ignore or resist the Holy Spirit, our hearts can grow less sensitive to His guidance.

The Holy Spirit never leaves God’s children, but we can grieve Him by choosing the ways of the
world over God’s truth. When this happens, the voice of the world grows louder, and God’s
gentle guidance becomes harder to hear.

These pages invite adults to teach children the importance of listening to the Holy Spirit quickly
and responding with obedience. Turning back to God through repentance restores our
sensitivity to His voice and brings us back into His peace and protection.

Page 9&10 in paperback / hardcover (page S in slideshow and video)

1. Shame Is a Tool of the Enemy, Not of God

When a child realizes they have done something wrong or have drifted away from God, the
enemy often responds with shame. Shame tells us to hide, to pull away, and to believe that God
no longer wants us—just as Adam and Eve hid from God in the Garden of Eden after they
sinned.

This page teaches a crucial truth: shame never comes from God. Conviction draws us back to
Him; shame pushes us away. Children need to know that they never have to clean themselves up
before coming to God. They can come exactly as they are.

2. God’s Love Is Greater Than Any Sin

One of the strongest messages in this story is that no sin is greater than God’s love. There is
nothing a child can do that will make God stop loving them or turn them away. God’s heart is
always open, and His arms are always ready to receive His children.

Teach children that repentance is not something to fear. It is a gift—a way back into closeness
with God. When we run back to Him, He does not scold or reject us. He restores us, heals us, and
makes us whole again.



3. Delaying Our Return Gives the Enemy More Ground
These pages also gently warn that when we choose not to return to God after wandering away,
the enemy gains more influence. He uses lies, fear, and confusion to keep us from coming

back, often whispering that it is “too late” or that God is disappointed beyond forgiveness.

Children should understand that the safest and wisest choice is always to return to God
immediately. The longer we stay away, the harder it becomes to hear His loving voice.

4. Running Back to God Is Always the Way Home
Above all, Pages 9 and 10 teach that the way out of danger is not forward into more
wrongdoing, but backward into God’s loving presence. Running back to God is never the

wrong choice. It is always the path to safety, healing, and life.

Help children remember this simple truth:
When you make a mistake—run to God, not away from Him.

5. Not Every Fire That Feels Good Is True Life

These pages introduce an important spiritual truth: there is such a thing as false fire.

When Fiery spent time reading the comics with his new friends, he felt excited, happy, and
fulfilled while he was engaged in the activity. But the moment he stepped away, the feeling
faded, leaving him empty, sad, and unsettled. This shows that not everything that makes us feel

good is actually giving us life.

False fire is anything that appears to give joy, energy, or purpose, but only for a moment. It
shines briefly, then dies out—Ileaving the heart emptier than before.

6. False Fire Masquerades as Life but Leads Away From God
Exciting or popular things can /ook like they bring life, but if they pull us away from God, they
are not true life. They only imitate it. Over time, these false fires weaken the heart, dim spiritual

sensitivity, and lead us further from the presence of the Master Lifegiver.

Scripture warns us of this very danger: “There is a way which seems right to a man and
appears straight before him, But its end is the way of death.” — Proverbs 14.:12 (AMP)

This verse helps adults explain to children that feelings alone are not a reliable guide. What
feels right or fun in the moment may not be right in the long run.

7. The Story Uses Fire to Reveal the Difference Between True and False Life



Throughout the story, false fires flare up whenever Fiery engages in activities that pull him away
from the Master Lifegiver. Each time, the fire in his tail burns brightly for a moment—but then
fades, grows weak, and nearly goes out.

This repeated pattern helps children understand a vital lesson: True fire lasts. False fire always
fades. “False fire is like a spark—it shines quickly, then disappears. God’s fire is like a warm
lamp that never goes out.”

Also teach children that feeling tempted by false fire doesn’t make them bad. It means they need

help choosing what gives real life. Only the fire given by the Master Lifegiver brings lasting joy,
peace, and strength.

8. Helping Children Discern True Fire
Adults should lovingly help children learn to ask:

o Does this draw me closer to God—or farther away?
e Does this leave me peaceful and joyful afterward—or empty and restless?

These questions help children recognize the difference between true life and false fire.

9. The Central Message pertaining to true and false fires

The heart of this teaching can be summarized as: Not everything that feels good gives life.
Only God’s fire truly satisfies and lasts.

Page 11&12 in paperback / hardcover (page 6 in slideshow and
video)

1. Good Things Can Become Harmful When They Take God’s Place

Sport is used in this story as an example, not because sport itself is wrong, but because even
good things can become harmful when they take first place in our hearts. Children should
understand that activities like sports, hobbies, games, and talents can be joyful gifts from God.

However, when our desire for winning, success, praise, or belonging becomes more important
than loving and obeying God, those good gifts can quietly turn into distractions.

2. The Heart’s Desire Matters More Than the Activity

These pages teach that the real issue is not what we are doing, but why we are doing it. When
children begin to look to an activity—or even a person—for their happiness, identity, or worth,
they may slowly stop seeking those things from God.



Help children recognize that only God can fully satisfy their hearts. Anything we depend on
more than God to make us feel important, happy, or successful becomes something we serve
instead of Him.

3. God Desires First Place Because He Loves Us

Scripture tells us that God is a jealous God—not because He is controlling, but because He
knows that nothing else can give us life. God’s desire to be first in our lives is an expression of
His love and care for us.

When children understand that God wants first place for their good, they can see obedience not

as a loss, but as protection. Only God deserves the center of our hearts, because only He can
safely hold it.

4. Idols Always Promise More Than They Can Give
Anything that takes God’s place becomes an idol—even if it started as something good. Idols
promise joy, success, or fulfillment, but they cannot deliver lasting life. Over time, they can lead

to disappointment, emptiness, or spiritual harm.

Teach children that God invites them to enjoy many good things in life—but always with Him,
not instead of Him.

Page 13&14 in paperback / hardcover (page 7 in slideshow and
video)

1. Small Seeds in the Heart Can Grow into Big Actions
These pages teach that anger and hate often begin as small seeds. When left unattended, these
seeds can grow beyond feelings and lead to harmful words and actions. Children may not always

recognize anger as dangerous at first, especially when it feels justified.

Staying close to the Master Lifegiver allows the Holy Spirit to guard children’s hearts, helping
them recognize and deal with these feelings early—before they grow into something destructive.

2. God’s Love Is the Standard for Our Hearts
Anything that does not reflect God’s love, kindness, forgiveness, and truth does not come
from Him. This page helps children learn a simple and powerful filter for their thoughts and

actions: Does this look like God’s love?

When children are taught to measure their feelings and choices against God’s love, they become
better equipped to resist the enemy’s influence.

3. Running Back to God Is the Only Way Out of Trouble

8



One of the strongest warnings on these pages is also one of the most loving: there is no safe
place in the enemy’s camp. Trying to escape one wrongdoing by committing another only leads
to deeper trouble.

Children need to understand that when they have done something wrong, the solution is never
more wrong choices. The only safe escape route is always back to God.

4. God’s Presence Is Safety, Healing, and Restoration
Returning to God brings protection, healing, and peace. When children learn to run to God
quickly after making a mistake, they avoid becoming trapped by guilt, fear, or further

disobedience.

These pages reinforce a simple but life-giving truth: God is always the way home.

Page 15&16 in paperback / hardcover (page 8 in slideshow and
video)

1. Not Everything Marketed to Children Is Spiritually Harmless
These pages highlight an important truth: many forms of entertainment are not neutral. Video
games, television, and digital media often contain violence, hatred, crime, and distorted values

that subtly shape a child’s heart, thoughts, and behavior.

Children are especially impressionable, and repeated exposure to such content can normalize
behavior that opposes God’s heart.

2. Discernment Is the Responsibility of Parents and Leaders
Children do not yet have the spiritual maturity to evaluate everything they see on a screen. These
pages call parents, teachers and ministry leaders to evaluate content actively, not just for age-

appropriateness, but for spiritual fruit.

A helpful guiding question is: Does this content promote love, compassion, respect, and self-
control—or does it encourage harm, cruelty, revenge, or lawlessness?

If it leads children away from love, it is not from God.

3. What Children Rehearse in Play Can Shape Real-Life Actions

Games are not “just games” when they repeatedly rehearse violence, hatred, and wrongdoing.
What children practice mentally and emotionally can influence how they think, speak, and act in
real life.



These pages teach that the enemy uses repetition and engagement to desensitize hearts and pull
children further from God’s truth and peace.

4. God’s Standard Is Love, Not Harm

God never glorifies violence, hatred, or cruelty. Anything that encourages hurting others—
whether for fun, points, or reward—stands in opposition to God’s nature.

Children should be gently taught that God’s Spirit always leads toward love, protection of
others, and life, not destruction or harm.

5. Protection Is an Act of Love, Not Control
Guiding children away from harmful media is not about restriction or fear—it is about loving
protection. Just as we would not allow a child to play in physical danger, we must guard their

hearts and minds from spiritual danger.

These pages reinforce the truth that wise boundaries keep children close to God and safe in
His presence.

Page 17&18 in paperback / hardcover (page 9 in slideshow and
video)

1. Visual Media Powerfully Shapes a Child’s Heart

Movies, cartoons, and animations can influence children just as deeply as video games. Visual
storytelling is especially powerful because it bypasses reasoning and speaks directly to

emotions and imagination.

Repeated exposure to violence, hatred, revenge, or mockery can slowly shape children’s inner
worlds, often without them realizing it.

2. Repeated Exposure Desensitizes the Spirit

When children regularly watch violent or hateful content, their hearts can become less sensitive
to the gentle voice of the Holy Spirit. What once felt wrong may begin to feel normal.

Over time, harmful behavior can appear justified or even necessary, and anger or violence can
become an automatic response to problems, rather than patience, forgiveness, and trust in
God.

3. Occasional Exposure vs. Habitual Consumption

There is an important distinction between:
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e Accidental or occasional exposure, where adults can lovingly guide children toward
truth, and

o Daily or regular exposure, which steadily shapes attitudes and behavior despite
instruction.

No amount of verbal teaching can fully cancel out the effects of constant visual messaging that
contradicts God’s values.

4. Christian Parenting Includes Wise Filtering, Not Just Explanation

While teaching children godly values is essential, these pages emphasize that discernment must
also include limitation. Explaining why something is wrong is helpful—but repeatedly allowing
harmful content undermines that teaching.

God calls us not merely to explain darkness, but to resist it.

5. Resisting the Enemy Means Not Entertaining Him

Scripture teaches that when we resist the devil, he will flee. Resistance does not mean inviting
harmful influences into our homes and hoping to remain unaffected.

Allowing violent or hate-filled media into children’s daily lives opens a door that slowly erodes
peace, sensitivity, and godly character.

Guarding what enters a child’s eyes and ears is an act of spiritual protection, not legalism.

6. Love Protects Before Damage Occurs
God-fearing adults are called to protect children proactively, not merely repair harm afterward.
These pages remind caregivers that love takes responsibility for the environment in which a

child’s faith and character are being formed.

A protected heart is more likely to remain soft, teachable, and responsive to God’s presence.

Page 19&20 in paperback / hardcover (page 10 in slideshow and
video)

1. The Bark Cigars Symbolize All Harmful Substances

In this story, the bark cigars are symbolic. They represent any drug, intoxicating substance, or
habit that promises relief, escape, or happiness but ultimately causes harm.

This includes anything people turn to in order to feel better apart from God, especially when
they are hurting, tired, lonely, or empty inside.
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2. The Enemy Targets the Heart Before the Body
Scripture teaches that the enemy often begins by influencing the soul—our thoughts, emotions,
and choices. When a person becomes spiritually disconnected from God, they may feel empty,

confused, or without purpose.

Substances are often introduced as a false solution during this vulnerable state, offering
temporary comfort while quietly increasing dependence and control.

3. Substances Promise Relief but Deliver Bondage

Intoxicating substances may appear to help for a moment, but they never heal the heart.
Instead, they pull people deeper into dependency, slowly stealing clarity, freedom, health, and

Joy.

What feels like relief is actually a trap designed to lead away from life and toward destruction—
emotionally, physically, and spiritually.

4. Emptiness Is a Spiritual Warning, Not a Failure

When children or adults feel empty or lost, it does not mean they are broken beyond repair. It
means they were created for God’s presence and are trying to live without their true source of
life.

These pages teach that emptiness should always lead us back to Jesus, not toward substitutes
that can never satisfy.

5. Jesus Is the Only True Source of Fulfillment

No substance, experience, or escape can give what Jesus gives. Only Christ fills the heart with
lasting peace, joy, purpose, and strength.

Children must be taught clearly and lovingly that nothing outside of Jesus can give real life,
and anything that replaces Him as a source of comfort or meaning ultimately leads to harm.

6. Teaching Prevention Through Relationship With God

The goal is not merely to warn children about substances, but to anchor them so deeply in
Jesus that the appeal of false remedies loses its power.

A child who knows where true life comes from is far less likely to seek fulfillment elsewhere.

Page 21&22 in paperback / hardcover (page 11 in slideshow and
video)
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1. Drugs Are Designed to Create Dependence
These pages teach a critical truth: harmful substances never remain a one-time experience.
They are designed to change the way the brain works, causing a person to crave more and more

just to feel the same effect.

Children must understand that drugs are not neutral choices—they are engineered to take
control.

2. What Feels Like “Feeling Better” Is Temporary and Deceptive

While substances may create a brief feeling of excitement or escape, the emotional cost is severe.
Over time, they leave people feeling empty, tired, sad, anxious, and hopeless.

The enemy uses these substances to promise joy, but they always take more than they give.
3. Loss of Freedom Happens Gradually

Addiction rarely looks dangerous at first. Control is taken little by little, until the substance
begins to decide thoughts, choices, and behaviors.

These pages help adults explain that drugs do not give freedom—they steal it, replacing peace
with pressure and choice with compulsion.

4. One Choice Can Open the Door to Enslavement

Children should be taught clearly and lovingly that the safest choice is never to begin. Even a
single experiment can awaken cravings that are difficult to resist.

This is not meant to create fear, but wisdom—just as we teach children not to play in traffic, we
teach them not to experiment with substances that can harm them deeply.

5. God’s Desire Is Protection, Not Restriction

God’s warnings about substances come from His deep love and desire to protect life. He sees
the harm ahead and lovingly calls His children to safety.

Obedience in this area is not about missing out—it is about being kept whole, free, and alive.
6. True Life and Joy Cannot Be Manufactured

No chemical or substance can create real joy, peace, or fulfillment. Those things can only come
from living in relationship with Jesus, the true Giver of life.

When children understand where real joy comes from, the counterfeit loses its appeal.
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7. Emphasize Grace Alongside Truth

While the message is firm—do not take the first step—it is equally important to emphasize that
God’s grace is available to anyone who has already stumbled.

These pages should always be taught with the assurance that no one is beyond God’s help or
redemption.

Page 23-26 in paperback / hardcover (page 12&13 in slideshow and
video)

1. The Enemy Attacks Most Fiercely in Moments of Weakness
These pages teach that the enemy looks for moments when a person is exhausted, discouraged,
isolated, or spiritually depleted. When defenses are low, temptation and danger feel stronger

and harder to resist.

This is not meant to instill fear, but awareness and wisdom—so children learn the importance
of staying close to God, especially when they feel weak.

2. Scripture Clearly Reveals the Enemy’s Intent
Jesus Himself said that the enemy comes only to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10). His
intentions are never loving, neutral, or helpful—no matter how attractive his lies may appear at

first.

These pages help adults ground the story firmly in biblical truth, teaching children that
discernment is essential.

3. Spiritual Battles Can Have Real-World Consequences

The “hornets” in the story represent overwhelming attacks that may come in many forms—
dangerous situations, destructive choices, or circumstances that spiral beyond human control.

The key lesson is not the method of attack, but the reality that wandering far from God places
us in vulnerable positions.

4. God’s Mercy Reaches Even the Lowest Point

One of the most powerful truths in these pages is that as long as there is breath, there is hope.
No one ever falls too far for God to reach.

Even a whispered cry, even a desperate call made with the last bit of strength, moves the heart
of God to respond.
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5. Calling on Jesus Is Always the Right Response

Children must be taught that turning to Jesus is never the wrong choice, no matter how bad
things seem or how many mistakes have been made.

These pages reinforce the gospel truth that salvation and rescue do not depend on strength,
perfection, or timing—but on calling out to the Savior.

6. God Is a Rescuer, Not a Distant Observer

Unlike the enemy, who seeks destruction, Jesus runs toward those who cry out to Him. He is
attentive, compassionate, and powerful to save.

This helps children see God not as harsh or disappointed, but as present, loving, and quick to
respond.

7. Hope Must Be the Final Emphasis

While these pages acknowledge danger and spiritual warfare, the ultimate message must always
be hope, mercy, and redemption.

Children should leave this page knowing:
e God is stronger than the enemy

e God never abandons His children
o Calling on Jesus is always enough

Page 27&28 in paperback / hardcover (page 14 in slideshow and
video)

1. Jesus Is Always Actively Working to Rescue His Children
These pages teach that Jesus does not passively wait for His children to find their own way
back. When someone calls out to Him, He moves with intention, love, and power to bring them

home.

Children should understand that God’s rescue is personal and deliberate, not accidental or
delayed.

2. God Uses Many Means to Bring Us Back

In this story, God used another firefly, representing one of His servants (people), to help Fiery,
but He can also use changed circumstances, divine help, or unexpected interventions to
rescue His children. The form of rescue may differ, but the source is always the same—Jesus
Himself.
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This helps children recognize God’s hand at work in everyday life, not only in dramatic or
miraculous moments.

3. Rescue Comes When We Turn Away From Sin and Toward Jesus

These pages reinforce the biblical principle that repentance opens the way for restoration.
Turning away from sin and calling on Jesus invites His saving help into our situation.

Children learn that God’s rescue is not earned—it is received through humility and trust.
4. God’s Response to a Cry for Help Is Certain

A crucial truth here is assurance: when we cry out to Jesus sincerely, help will come. There is no
uncertainty, hesitation, or rejection in God’s heart toward a repentant child.

This builds confidence in children that prayer is powerful and heard.
5. God Carries Us When We Are Too Weak to Walk

Just as Fiery was unable to save himself, children are taught that God often carries us when we
are exhausted, broken, or helpless.

This nurtures a healthy understanding of grace—that God’s love is not dependent on our
strength, but on His.

6. Coming Home to God Is Always Safe

The image of being carried home emphasizes that God’s presence is a place of safety, healing,
and belonging.

Children should clearly grasp that God’s “home” is not a place of punishment, but a place of
restoration, protection, and love.

7. Jesus’ Love Is Steadfast and Unchanging

These pages confirm that Jesus does not change His mind about His children. No matter how far
they wander, His desire is always to bring them back.

This truth strengthens children’s trust in God’s character and removes fear of rejection.
8. The Central Message: Rescue Is Guaranteed When We Call on Jesus
The ultimate lesson of these pages is simple and powerful:

e Call on Jesus
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e Turn away from sin
e Trust His help
e Let Him carry you home

Children should walk away knowing that Jesus is a faithful Rescuer who never fails to come
when called.

Page 29&30 in paperback / hardcover (page 15 in slideshow and
video)

1. Jesus Never Rejects a Returning Child
These pages teach one of the most important truths children must ever know: Jesus never
pushes us away when we come back to Him. He does not reprimand, shame, or scold those

who return with sincere hearts.

Children should learn that God’s response to repentance is welcome, not rejection.

2. God’s Heart Is to Draw Us Closer, Not Push Us Away

When Fiery returns home, the Master Lifegiver expresses love, longing, and joy—not
disappointment. This reflects God’s true nature: His goal is always restoration and closeness.

Children need to understand that God’s discipline is never harsh or cruel—it is always rooted in
love and a desire for deeper relationship.

3. God Misses His Children When They Wander

A powerful emotional truth in these pages is that God longs for His children when they are
away. He is not distant or cold; He is waiting with open arms.

This helps children feel wanted and valued, even after failure.
4. There Is Never a Reason to Be Afraid to Go Back to Jesus

Fear often keeps children (and adults) from returning to God. These pages remove that fear by
clearly teaching that Jesus is always safe to run to.

Children should be assured that no mistake, sin, or failure makes them unworthy of God’s love.
5. Repentance Is Not Condemnation
This page clearly defines repentance in a healthy, biblical way. Repentance is:

e Admitting wrongdoing

17



e Being sorry for disobedience
e Choosing to turn away from sin
e Returning to Jesus with intention

Children must understand that repentance is never about punishment or shame.

6. Conviction Leads to Freedom, Not Shame

God’s correction brings conviction, restoration, and deliverance, not guilt that crushes the
heart. The Holy Spirit gently points out sin so that healing and freedom can follow.

This protects children from developing a distorted view of God as angry or condemning.

7. God Is a God Who Sets Us Free

A central theme of these pages is that God’s forgiveness liberates. When we repent, we are not
pushed down—we are lifted up, healed, and restored.

Children should associate repentance with freedom, peace, and renewed closeness with Jesus.

8. No Sin Is Greater Than God’s Mercy

These pages strongly affirm that God’s mercy is bigger than any mistake. Children must never
believe they have “gone too far” or that God’s love has limits.

God is always ready to forgive and to hug His children closer, not hold them at a distance.

9. The Central Message: God’s Arms Are Always Open
The ultimate truth of these pages is one of hope:

o Jesus welcomes us back

e He loves us deeply

o He forgives completely

o He restores joyfully

Children should leave this page knowing with certainty: “I can always go back to Jesus, and
He will be happy to see me.”

Page 31&32 in paperback / hardcover (page 16 in slideshow and
video)

1. Many Things Compete for Our Attention Away From Jesus
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These pages teach that life is full of distractions that try to pull hearts away from Jesus.
These distractions are not always obvious or evil-looking, which is why children need loving
guidance to recognize them.

Adults play a crucial role in teaching discernment, helping children understand what draws
them closer to God and what quietly pulls them away.

2. Children Need Help Learning to Recognize Satan’s Lies

Children are still learning how the world works. These pages highlight the responsibility of
parents, caregivers, and leaders to teach children how to identify lies—especially lies that
disguise themselves as fun, harmless, or exciting.

Knowing the truth of God’s Word equips children to detect deception early and choose wisely.

3. Prevention Is Easier Than Rescue

A key principle on these pages is that avoiding temptation is far safer than experimenting
with it. Resist the enemy at the beginning, not after he has already gained ground. Waiting until
temptation has taken root makes freedom much harder.

Children should learn that staying away from harmful things is not weakness—it is wisdom and
protection. Saying “no” early is a powerful spiritual act.

4. The Enemy Is Persistent and Watchful

Using the image of a roaring lion, these pages teach that the enemy is always looking for
opportunities to pull God’s children away. “... be alert and cautious at all times. That enemy of
yours, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion [fiercely hungry], seeking someone to devour.’
(1 Peter 5:8; Amplified Bible) This does not mean we should be afraid—but rather alert and
prepared.

2

Awareness leads to wisdom, not fear.

5. Daily Time With God Keeps Us Safe
These pages strongly affirm the importance of daily devotional prayer and Bible reading, not
as a duty but as a vital necessity. Staying close to Jesus fuels the heart, strengthens faith, and

guards against deception.

Children should see daily time with God as a place of joy, safety, and closeness, not obligation.

6. Running Back to Jesus Is Always the Right Response

When children feel confused, tempted, tired, or unsure, the correct response is always the same:
run back to Jesus. He is the place of safety, truth, and rest.
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The story reinforces that we are never safer than when we are close to our Master.

7. God’s Home Is the Safest Place

The final truth of these pages is deeply comforting: Life with Jesus is the safest and best place
to be.

Children should understand that staying close to God is not restrictive—it is protective, loving,
and life-giving.

8. The Central Message of these pages

The heart of these pages can be summarized as: Stay close to Jesus, resist lies early, and
choose the safety of God’s presence every day.

Page 33&34 in paperback / hardcover (page 17 in slideshow and
video)

1. God’s Children Need Daily Refueling
These pages reinforce a simple but powerful truth: we need to spend time with God every
single day. Just as Fiery needed his fire reignited daily, children need regular time in God’s

presence to stay strong, joyful, and spiritually alive.

Time with Jesus is not optional fuel—it is essential nourishment.

2. God’s Presence Keeps Our Light Burning Bright

When children stay close to their Master Lifegiver, their “fire” stays bright. This fire represents
faith, love, peace, joy, and strength that come from knowing God.

A bright fire does not come from effort alone—it flows naturally from being with Jesus.

3. God Refuels Us So We Can Help Others
These pages beautifully connect personal time with God to loving service toward others.
Children learn that God fills them not just for themselves, but so their light can guide others back

to Him.

Helping others know Jesus is the most meaningful and fulfilling work we can do on earth.

4. We Cannot Give What We Have Not Received
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An important teaching here is that we must first be filled before we can help others. Children
should understand that trying to help without being connected to God leads to tiredness and
discouragement.

Time with God comes first—mission flows from relationship.

5. God Invites Us Into His Work With Joy

These pages present serving God not as pressure, but as a joyful invitation. God allows His
children to be part of His loving plan by shining His light to those who feel lost.

Children should feel excited and honored to be used by God, not burdened.

6. Our Light Points Others to Jesus, Not to Ourselves

Fiery’s fire does not save others—it leads them back to the Master Lifegiver. This teaches
children humility and clarity: we are helpers, not the source.

Jesus alone is the Giver of life, and our role is to lovingly point the way.

7. A Daily Rhythm of Faith
These pages encourage a healthy rhythm:

Come to Jesus

Be filled

Go and love others
Return again

b S

Children should see this as a joyful daily pattern, not a rule to fear.

8. The Central Message of these pages

The heart of these pages is simple and life-giving: Spend time with Jesus every day, let Him
fill you, and shine His love to others.

9. A Gentle Teaching for Children
Children should walk away from these pages knowing:
e God wants to spend time with them every day

o Being with Jesus makes them strong and joyful
e Their lives have purpose because God can use them to help others

okoskkok
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Discussion Prompts

1. God’s Rules Are for Our Good

e Why do you think the Master Lifegiver gave Fiery rules to follow?

e Can you think of some rules God gives us in the Bible? How do those rules help us and
keep us safe?

e What might happen if we ignore God’s rules?

2. The Only True Source of Fire (Life)

e Where did Fiery finally find the fire that lasted forever?
e How do we spend time with God so our “fire” (heart and spirit) stays bright?
e What happens when we try to find joy or energy in other things instead of God?

3. Spending Time with God Daily

e Fiery lost his fire when he didn’t stay with the Master. What happens to us if we stop
praying or reading the Bible for a while?

e Why do you think it’s important to spend time with God every single day?

e What is one small way you can spend time with God today?

4. The Enemy’s Tricks (The Slayer/Satan)

e Who did the Spider represent in Fiery’s story?

o What tricks did the Spider use to try to make Fiery believe God’s fire wasn’t good
enough?

e Can you think of times when you’ve heard lies about God or yourself? What should you
do then?

5. When You’re Tired or Discouraged
o Fiery got very tired when no one would listen to him. What wrong choice did he make
when he was discouraged?

o What should we do when we feel tired, sad, or discouraged?
o Why is it dangerous to make choices when we’re weak instead of going to God?

6. God’s Character Never Changes
e Spider said the Master’s fire had lost its power. Was that true?

e How can we know for sure that God never changes and always keeps His promises?
e (Can you think of a Bible verse that shows God’s love never ends?

7. Questioning God’s Word
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Why do you think Satan wants us to question what God says in the Bible?
What should we do when we start wondering if God really meant what He said?
Who can we talk to when we have questions about God’s Word?

8. The “Just Once” Lie

Spider told Fiery to try something “just once.” Why was that a lie?
Why is it dangerous to think “just once” won’t hurt?
How can we guard our hearts when someone tries to tempt us like that?

9. Wrong Friends

Fiery’s new friends made him feel welcome but led him into trouble. Why is it important
to choose friends who love God?

What should you do if you notice a friend is leading you away from God?

How can you be a good friend who points others to Jesus?

10. True and false fires

How did Fiery feel when he was reading the comics, playing the video games, and
watching the movies with his new friends? How did he feel afterward, when he was alone
again?

Did Fiery’s fire stay bright for a long time or only for a little while? What happened to
his fire when the fun stopped?

Why do you think Fiery felt sad and empty after the fun was gone?

Can something feel fun at first but not be good for our hearts later? (Give gentle
examples if needed, like too much screen time or saying unkind words.)

Where does Fiery’s fire stay bright and strong for a long time? Who gives him true fire?
It is possible to feel false fires inside us. What do you think “false fire” means? (Help
children understand it as something that feels good for a moment but doesn’t last.)

How can we tell if something is giving us true fire or false fire?

What kinds of things make your heart feel peaceful and loved even after they are over?
Why do you think God wants us to come to Him for our joy instead of other things?
Who do you think knows best what will truly make us happy—God or the world? Why?

11. The Holy Spirit’s Voice

What happened to Fiery when he ignored the Master’s voice?
How can we listen better to the Holy Spirit?
Why is it dangerous to ignore His voice for too long?

12. Shame vs. God’s Love

Why did Fiery feel too ashamed to go back to the Master?
Have you ever felt too ashamed to pray or ask God for forgiveness?
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e What did the Master Lifegiver do when Fiery finally returned?
e What does this show us about God’s love?

13. Idols (Putting Other Things Before God)

e Fiery thought games and winning would give him lasting fire. What happened when he
lost?

o What are some things kids today might put before God (like sports, hobbies, or even
friends)?

o How can we make sure God stays first in our hearts?

14. Seeds of Anger and Hate

o What grew in Fiery’s heart when he read the wrong comics and lost games?
e Why is it dangerous to let anger and hate stay in our hearts?
e How can God help us when we start feeling angry?

15. Media (Comics, Games, Movies)

e  Why were the comics, games, and movies dangerous for Fiery?

e Do you think all comics, games, or movies are bad?

e How can you tell if something you’re reading, playing, or watching is helping you grow
closer to God—or pulling you away from Him?

16. Drugs and Addictions (Bark Cigars)

o What did the bark cigars represent in the story?
e Why did Fiery think they solved his problems?
e Why are drugs and other harmful things a trap instead of a solution?
e What can we do if we know someone who is trapped like Fiery was?

17. God’s Endless Love

o Even after all Fiery’s mistakes, did the Master Lifegiver take him back?
e What does this show us about God’s heart toward us?
e How can we remind ourselves that nothing can separate us from God’s love?
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